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; ADVERTISEME NT, 


The following. is a copy of one of the Letters 
mentioned 1 in the Title-Page of this Famphler : : 


WILLIAM SMITH, Eq; 
NOTTINGHAM. 


NoTTINGHAM, 21ſt October, 1789. 


THE Junior Council* preſent their 


moſt reſpectſu!l Compliments to the Mayor of 


Nottingham: tate Leave to inform him, lit 
with Pain they have obſerved, that a total Diſ- 


regard to the qualifying Laws for Offices has. 
for ſome time taken Place in this Town. They 
therefore give him this timely Information, 


that if he negletts to qualify for his Office, they 


ſhall feel themſelves obliged to enforce a Law, 


which be — _— ? Wiſdom. 


N. B. This Body conſiſts of the fix following Gentlemen 
Thomas Froſt, Eſq; Cornelius Launder, Eſq; John Morris, 
.Elq; Mr. Thomas Rawſon, in Houndſ-gate, Mr. FP Alleyne,, 


and Mr. Storland. 


— n 


(4) LS 

In this Addreſs the Junior Counc is diſelaim 
the ſmalleſt Animqſity to the Mayor. T, hey take 
up this Affair upon public Ground. In De- 
fence of the Lau and Constitution of their 


- 0 of | 


Inhabitants of Nettingham,. &c. 


FELLOW CITIZENS; 


INn;aiken Light we may ſeverally view the 
Letter prefixed to this Pamphlet, which will be 
very different, I preſume, according to our dif- 
ferent Habits of Life and Modes of thinking; it 
ſhall furniſh me with an Opportunity of commu- 
nicating my 1 houghts to you upon Subjects, 
which probably very few of us have conſidered 
with ſufficient Seriouſneſs; and of ſuggeſting ſome 
Ideas, which may not have preſented themſelves 
before ta thoſe, who are conſtantly engaged in 
the Buſineſſes of Life, and have but little Leiſure 
for Reflexions of this Nature. I ſhall think my 
Pains laudably beſtowed, and incur, if it ſhould 
ſo fall out, whatever Odium with Pleaſure, if by 
any Exertions I can rectify the Diſpoſition, inforni 
the Underſtanding, or enlarge the Heart of a 
ſingle Individual among you. I ſhall lay my 
Obſervations before you, as they naturally ariſe 
from the Subject, and in the plaineſt Language. 
Reputation is not my Object, but your Informa- 
tion and Welfare only. Should 1 expreſs myſelt 
with a Warmth and Energy inſpired by the Sub- 
ject, do not miſtake, as many of cool and timid 
Feelings are but too apt to do, Earneftng/s for 


C1 


Paſſion ; but conſider the great Importance of the 
| e which cannot be debated with Tame- 


neſs and Indifference; liſten with Patience; judge 
with Candour; and follow with Spirit the free 
Dictates of your own Underſtandings. 


Many of you, I dare fay, are unacquainted 
wich the Nature of the Te2f-4#, to which our 
Junior Council are endeavouring to compel the 
Mayor and ſome of the Corporation to conform. 
This Act, which was paſſed in the Reign of 
Charles the 2d, © directs, among other Things, 
ce all Officers civil and military, within fix Calen- 
*=dar Months after their Admiſſion to receive 
« the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, according 


e to the Uſage of the Church of Exgland, in ſome 


« public Church, immediately after divine Ser- 
vice, and to deliver into Court a Certificate 
thereof ſigned by the Miniſter and Church- 
« Warden, and allo to prove the ſame by two 
«© credible. Witneſſes ; upon Forfeiture of 5001. 


e and Diſability to hold the ſaid Office.” 


Such is the Injunction of this Act; and the 
Intention of it profeſſes to be, © the Security of 
« the eſtabliſhed Church againſt Perils of Non- 
© Conformiſts of all Denominations.” | 


Now it is well known, that our preſent chief 
Magiſtrate, and many of his Brethren in Autho- 
rity, are Dien ters from the Worſhip of the efta- 
bliſbed Church, and addicted to their own religious 
Faitn with as much Attachment, and upon Induce- 
ments as conſcientioug,. as a Church-of-England- 
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Man. to his. You ſee then the Difficulty, to 
which theſe Gentlemen are reduced by this Deter- 
mination of the Junior Council. They muſt either 
conform'to a Ceremony againſt their Conſciences, 
and thus offend the ſupreme Being by a profane 
Proſtitution of a moſt ſerious and ſolemn Act 


or pay a Penalty of 50ol. and give up an Office, 


to which they have been choſen by the proper 
Authority or ſuffer the Conſequences of a Pro- 
lecution. How far this Conduct of the Junior 
Council is defenſible upon any Principles of Reli- 
gion, or Liberality, or even of Common-Senſe, 
you will be better enabled to decide by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the following Remarks: whiefi I do not 
wiſh you to regard further than they appear juſt 
and reaſonable to your Apprehenſion 


This Te- AR, you will perceive from a flight 
Examination of it, reſts for its Support upon u 
Principles, and muſt ſtand or fall witk rational 
Men by the Truth or Falſſiood of theſe its Sup- 
porters. The fr Principle is evidently this: 


1. That the Magiftrate, or ruling Power of a 
Nation, has a Right to enquire into the Religious 
Opinions of his Subjects, to preſcribe Rules for 
the Regulation of theſe Opinions, and to demand 
a Declaration of them. " £37 FO 


| The ſecond Principle is this: 
2. That the religious Faith of our Governors, 


or that eſtabliſhed by Law in the Church of Eng- 
land, is the true Religion delivered in the Serip- 
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tures; by Meſes and the Pronbets in the Old Teftas 
ment, uw by * and _ ge in the New. 


Theſe tvs Principles, 1 fay, are the Foundation 
upon which the Teſt-A is builded; and, if the 
Foundation'be ſandy, the Building of Courſe muſt 
tumble down. So far no Man can oppoſe us.— 
Let me once more, before I begin, entreat your 
moſt earneſt and diſpaſſionate Attention, whilſt l 


enquire into the Merits of both the Propoſitions 
above ſtated. 73 4 7 AT 3. Bi 
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[. The 3 the Abſordity,: ad the 
Falſhood of the firſt, viz. that © the Magiſtrate 
<« &c.” may be undeniably made out in ſuch a 
Variety of Ways, that I am only perplexed: how 
to ſelect the plaineſt and moſt forcible of the 


numerous Arguments, which. e chemeives 
to my Notice. 10 215 3 


177 E 
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1. Krery Man, who conſults his own Mind, 
muſt feel an immediate Conviction, that he is not 
ſo far Maſter of his Faculties as to believe or dif: 
believe any Point at Pleaſure. He is compelled, 
as a reaſonable Creature, to accommodate his Be- 
lief, and to receive Conviction, according to the 
Meaſure of Evidence preſented to his Underſtand- 
ing. As no Kings and Parliaments .upon Earth 
can perſuade or force you to think it Midnight, 
when your Eye tells you that it is Noon-Day; fo, 
when the Eye of your Mind perceives the Truth, 
or Falſity of any Propoſition, no human Power, 
not even yourſelves,, can alter or controul ycur 
Conviction in this Inſtance, You may prevari- - 


[gf Þ +. 
cite indeed; and attempt to impoſe upon yout- 


ſelves or others; but Prevarication will not con- 
found the Truth of Things, and counteract the 
unconquerable Efficacy of your ſecret Feelings. 
Is it poffible then for Language to expofe with 
fufficient Powers of Expreſſion that Folly, by 
which the Magiſtrate would force Conviction, 
and inculcate Truth, not by the Strength-of Ar- 
guments, but the Severities of Law? _ 
But theſe Attempts of the Magiſtrate are not 
merely fooliſh and ingfectual, beginning in Error 
and ending in Vanity; but prefumptuaus and 
nr of i os RS 
The ſupreme Bring, has gifted his Creature 
Man with certain Faculties, capable of particular 
Exertions, and ſuſceptible of Impreſſions by 
Means adapted to their Nature. The Faculty, 
which diſtinguiſhes us from the brute Creation, 
we call Reaſon; and this can be improved only by 
ſuch Methods as are ſurtable ' to that Senſe and 
Underſtanding, of which we are all conſcious in 
our ſeveral Proportions. Bur wilt Confinement 
in a Priſ6h, or the Payment of a Fine, enlighten 
your Underftandings, of ſtrengthen your Con- 
viction of the Truths of Chrit#ianity, or ny ther 
Truths whatever? And does not the Ma who 
em xr fuch prepoſterous Meapsfor theſe Ends, 
offer Violence to human Nature, ànd refiſt and 
ſubvert, as far. as he can, thoſe Laws; whiehthe 
Almighty has eſtabliſhed for the Regulation of 
his Creatures? Certainly it · is no leſs Guilt, than 


© 9 
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[ 101 
that of an audacious Rebellion againf the divine 
Adminiſtration to oppoſe his Conſtitution. of 
Things, to fetter that -nergy. of the Mind, which 

S 


od has made ſree, and which will continue un- 
controulable, as long as the Creator continues 
more powerful than his Creatures, and able to 
ſupport his own Syſtem againſt the arbitrary and 
ſpiteful Interference of weak and wicked Men. 


2. Again: Whatever Power poſſeſſ.s a Right 

to preſcribe Laws for my Conduct, muſt alſo have 
a Right to fit in Judgment upon that Conduct, 

and,puniſh my Diſobedience to his Laws. This 
is manifeſt beyond Diſpute. Therefore, if the 
King and Parliament have a Right to regulate 


my Faith, and to preſcribe that Syſtem of Mo- 


rality and Religion, which I ought to believe 
and prackiſe, it moſt certainly follows, that my 
ſecret Thoughts, my private Meditations, and 
every Action of my Life, all which ſhould be con- 
ducted under the immediate and perpetual In- 
fluence of religious Principles, ſhoyl ſubmit to 
the Examination and Sentence. of the ſame Tri- 
bunal. But ſurely no Chriſtian need be told, that 
God, who alone knoweth and ſearcheth the Heart, 
has committed this Office not to Kings or any 
earthly Petentates, but to his Son, whom he hath, 
appointed to judge, what no Kings and Parlia- 
ments can ever know, every ſecret Thing, whether | 
it le goed, or evil, when he ſhall come in the, 
Glary of bis Father with. the boly Angeli. Tr 


— 
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' How Ma piprotes in the mean Time ought to 
conduct themlelves with Reſpe& to this Buſineſs 
of religious Opinion, which breaks out into 9 
Ads of Viajence againſt his rightful Authority. 
our Saviour himſelf hath declared in the m6ſt'po 
ſitive and explicit Language. In the Parable of 
the Tares“, when the Servants ſaid unto the Houl- 
holder, Wilt thou that: we yo and gather thin 
up ? He replies to their indiſereet Officiduſneſs: 
Nay: left, while ye gather up the Tares, ye root up 
alſo the 2 with ibem. LET BOTH GROW ro- 
" GETHER | UNTIL THE HarvesT: and in the Time 
of Harve#, I will ſay to the Reapers, Gather ye 10 
gether fre the: Tares, and bind them in Bundles 10 
: urn them ; but e the W beat into. my Barn. 


The Senſe al Drift of this Parable an ex- * 
tremely obvious, that I-fhall not ſtay to make am 


further Application of it, but leave it to | 
own Caderſandings. 183 


3. Further: We believe, that the bolt 8 c 2 | 
tures contain every thing neceſſary to the F 


and Practice of a Chriftian, We are exhorted o 4 


ſearch theſe Scriptures} —and even of our ownſelves 
to judge what is right}: and many other Declars- . 
tions to the ſame Purpoſe might be produced.— 
Now ſuch W if they have any Mean- 
ing at al}, plainly imply, that every Man is o 
examine the Bible. for himſelf, and is left at full 
3 to * that Syſtemof — Faith, 
3 5 8 2 


5 


* Var, xiii. 2435 y- Jow v. 39. t Lake xi. $7«. 
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which ſeems, upon. the whole the beſt- t0 his own 

Judgement. But, if we were under an Obligation 
do wait for an AA of Parliament before we could 
form our Opinions upon the Subjects of Religion 
and venture to accept Chrifiantty, the Exhorta- 
tions of Cbriſ and his Apoſtles with Regard to this 
Point would have been expreſſed in a very differ- 
ent Manner, and not addreſſed, you may be ſure, 
- in ſuch liberal 2 gentle Tem to their We 
Plen. 


but ibis Suppofttion af che Magifrate "EAT AR 
in the Affairs of Religion is contradicted alſo hy 
the uniform Practice of our Lord, who conſtant · 
ly, cried out: Vbſo hath Ears 10 bear, let him 
bear *: making his Appeal to the native Candour 
; _of his Audience, and tothe unprejudiced Feelings 
of their Heart; diſclaiming all Force, but that 
of Argument; and exerting no Inſurance, we Shot 
of Truth. 


Add to theſe Condit that the Son ef 
Cod is faid to make us free by the Goſpel.— 
That Goſpel, itſelf is empharically ſtiled, che per- 
Tech Law of. LIBE TY ; and Cbriſtians are deli- 
vtred thereby into the GLOR1ous.LinekTY of the 
Sons of Gody. I forbear quoting many more 
ſimilar Paſſages from the Scriptures, all of them 
fundamentally, and totally inconſiſtent with any 
Juriſdiction, but that of God himſelf, over the 
Minds and Conſciences of Men. Such a Slavery 


* _ xiii. 9. 1 John vii. 36. + James i. 25. 
A Rom. VR, 21. | | | * 
1 
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: o the. Soul 8 iniq a eat 
times more infufferable t he Dignity e 
Spirit, ten times more ignominious and. ga 


19 an Elias, than the abjeQ and Len 
Condition of a Negro Slave. 


1 n o 
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4. You may remember alſo, that our Saviour, 
in his Examination before Pontius Rilate;: declared | 
in plain. Terms, My Kingdom is not of 4bis World*.; 

te 1t has no Connection with that changeable: Po- 
e licy,..and thoſe intereſted. Views, by which the 
_ «periſhable Kingdoms ol the Earthare influenced 
te and ſupported : but is conducted by Principles 
* conformable to that Throne, on which it is 
< eſtabliſbed—the Hearts and Conſciences of 
Mankind.“ This ne Gold I will not incorpo- 
rate with the Hay and Stubbe and baſe Materials 
of human Laws and Eftabliſhments. Religion is 4 
Covenant between Man and his Maker, æ Tranſ- 
action of the Heart; hefe Praiſe, ur Blame, in 
this Reſpett, 10 nol of Man but of GodF. 

e 1 4d ac 

Aude ie my Opinion, the Apolile Foal, he 

Wa dnimated by a noble Spirit of nets var 
ang iſewed himſelf a moſt zealous Advocate on 
_ everyQecaſipn for the religious Liberties ef Mas- 
kind St. Paul, I ſay, appears ta me to have had 
in View this Declaration of his Maſter, —My 
Kingdom is net of this World, when he ſpeaks of 
"aq good Confeſſion, which Chriſt Jeſus witneſſea be- 
Fore Pontius Pilatel. Surely it was a Declaration 


ohn xvii. 36. f Pſalm xx. 10. + 1 Corr ili. 12, 
$ Rom, it. 29. ||. 1 Tim. vi. 13. 


i 14 1 


worthy of the particular Notice and Commenda- 
tion of the Apoſtle : worthy of being written, not 


1 on Paper with Pen and Inks, but with the graving 
"Tool . God . | On | the Hefty. Tables 2 
Hear. . 4 Yi b 10 41 


„Abpdember teedfore: my Fellow:Citizens; to 
Rand faſt in ibe Liberty, with which ' Chriſt hath. 
made you freef; and in Defence of your Conduct 
againſt all the Arguments for all the Teft- Alls 
and civil Eftabtiſhments of Religion upon Earth, 


make this ſhort E Wannen 16 vor or. 
THIS Wonrp. e r 


4 * 
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Buri it is Time for! met to 0 to the Con- 
ſideration of the ſecond Propoſition, upon which 
che 7 N- Att \ is founded : viz. 


ii. That the Religion of the Church of England 
is the true Religion of ric vt oe 9 | 


Upon this Head alſo I ſhall e to be 
as ſhort as poſſible, and to detain you no longer 
than is neceſſary for the Eſtabliſnment and Illu- 

ſtration of the Subject in Hand. I ſhall then 
leave you as wiſe Men to judge what I ſayy, and to 
act accordingly : taking this Obſervation with 
| you, that Religion is no Trifle, no variable un- 
_ Important Thing, which we may change and 
- modify with as much Indifference, and as often, 
as our Dreſs; but. that Rule of Life, by which We. 


* John Epiſt. 1 u. 12. ili. 13. ö 1 2 Cor. 1 iii. 3 | 
+ Gal, v. i. $1 Cor. x. 1g.. | 
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mall be ſentenced at the laſt Day to unſpeakable 
 Happinels, or to everlaſting Shame and . 
in the Preſence of Men and Angels. | 
l 
1. Meſer, in a Tone of YO por 8 1 
Spirit, exclaims to the. 1/raclites in the Wilder- 
nels, Hear, O! | Ifract:: - The Lord our God is one - 
Leatt. And our Saviour bears his T eſtimony ta 
the T ruth and Importance of this Doctrine, as you 
may ſee in Mark xii. 29,—The Prophet Zecha- . 
riab declares}, that a Day will come, when the. 
Lord ſhall be King over all ibe Earth ; when there 
ſhall be ons. Lon p and bis Name ons. St. Paul | .Y 
repeatedly aſſerts, that 70 us there is but o Gon | 
the. Father, and one Lord Feſus Chrifth. - As for | 7 
our Saviour himſelf, even after his Aſcenſion, | 
when John fell at his. Feet to worſhip bimi, he . 1 
fuſed this Homage, which is due only to his 
Father: See thou do it not, fays he; 1 920 THY 12 
LOW-SERVANT, aud or Tay BxteTHRENT. 
is manifeſt fromRevelations 1 1. 11. 20. that © the An 
gel, Who talked with Jabn, was no other 
than Jeſus himſelf. But I need not be anxious. 
upon this Point. Every Page of Scripture i is full 
of this ſublime and eſſential Article of Faith z and 
no Subject whatever is, more frequently inculcat- 
ed, and more earneſtly inſiſted upon, by our Lord 
himſelf in all his Diſcourſes, than his Subord*na-, 
tion to the Father, and his abſolute Dependence. 
upon Him for hon his Powers, In this hr 
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. | En! 
Truth of the Fetoiſh and Chriſtian Revelations the 
wiſeſt and moſt virtuous Philoſophers,” both of 
ancient and modern Times, have uniformly coin- 
cided, as a Doctrine erfectly 2greeable to the 
cleareſt Deductions l undepraved Reaſon, and 
to every Principle of Ten hach Sete : fo that 
if one or two Paſſages of doubtful Conſtruction - 
ahd of weak Authority can be pruduced from the 
Seriptures in Contradiction to theſe plain Texts, 
you may be ſure either that they are miſinterpret- 

ed, or ſpurious: yes; as ſure tbat Reaſon and 
Religion cannot poſlibly be at Variance---thar the 
Gor of Turf cannot 'ConNTRADICT HIMSELF. 
Nay, further: If any Syſtem of Religion ſhould 
teach a Doctrine inconſiſtent with the Unity of 

God, an Article of Faith eftabliſtied by ſuch ex- 

plicit and abundant Evidence, this ſingle Cir- 

curnſtance would counterbilance all other Argu-. 
ments in Favour of that Syſtem: and *would* 

prove, that ſuch Religion could never dome from 
Jebvvab, who cannot lie with tobom 45 n Vari- 
ablent]s nor Sbadow” of J Turning] whois A jra- 


Lous Govt, and- will not Riot bis Glory to werber, 1 


— 


But what does hi Church of Euplat, with whom 


all "Officers are required to communicate, teach 
her Members upon this Subject? She tells them, 


that the Father is God, "the Son is God, a . 


18 "he; Holy Ghoſt is God: that our Sui 


67 of 
8 + Heb. vi. 18. f James i . 55 'Þ Exod. xx. 5: 
8 & Iſaiah xlii. 8 a N 


MN The A e Creed; the rſt, 44 ha 5th Articles + of N b — 
ion, and the Book of Common Prayer throughout. : 5 
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mendbuſly” 0 king, and more ſuperlatively ab- 


1 of | 
5 © Chit was very God and v ery Man: of to 
make Uſe of equivalent Words,” that he pöffeſſecl 


all the natural Weakneſſes of Mortality, and all 


the infinite and incomprehenſible Perfections of 
the Godbead at the sf Tims, A Propoiition, 
— which; F think, diſtem peted Reaſon could 

poſſibly have deviſed any Thing more tre- 


ford. It is indeed. the very Perfection of Wr 
phemy and Folly. ; 


- But ſtop! fork cel Son of. chi Church i is 
coming forward to tell you, with a grave. Faceand 
in a ſerious. Toene, that this Account, which 1 
have given you, is * a moſt barefaced ind e e 
e lous Miſrepreſentation of the Matter: that ou 
« Church maintains indeed, that he Father is God, | 


cc the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is. God; but 


„that theſe THREE put together make but ou 
« God.” What can I ſay more? If your Faith, 

or rather (you muſt'excuſe the Freedom of the 
Fxpr. ſſio 1) if your Credulity, is of a Size to receive 
ſuch a monſtrous Propoſition, no Arguments, 
that 1 have in Store, will find Admiſſion into 
your Underſtandings. Anſwer me, however, 2 
ſingle Queſtion. Should à Man tell you that 


there are three Churches in Nottingham, St. Mary's, 


St. Peter's, and St. Nicholas's; and in the ſame 
Breath inſiſt upon it with a folemn Countenance, 
that theſe tbree Churches are only one Church; 

:ould you believe him ſerious? Would you not 
fore” that he was propoſing to you ſome Rid- 
dle for a Trial of your Ingenuity ; 3 or took you for 


* o : * 


3 
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LE 


a downright Ideot, by offering ſuch an Loſult to 


your Hnderſtendings in ehe, out bros j AW: 
0 one is three? 


This is one PEEL of 15 4 N between 
the, Dorey of the Church of England and the 
Scriptures ; . that Church, which exadts, notwith- 
Pin 10S a Conf, ormity to her Worſhip, under. 
Dain pt certain Dangers, and Penalties, and Diſ- 
qualifications, extremely prejudicial to our Inte- 
reſts as Members of Society, tending to eſtrange 
us from. the Good- Will and affe&tj nate Inter- 
courſe of our. Fellow- Citizens, and depriving us. 
of thoſe, Privileges and Encouragements, which 
are the Claim and Birch Right of all PFASEANE! 
Citizens and good Subjects. | | 


Is will not be amiſs, as we have entered upon 
this intereſting Subject, to give another Specimen 
or two of the Dectrines. of our Church; that you- 
may be the better enabled to judge of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of her Pretenſions to evangelical Pu- 
rity in Faith and Worſhip, and, in Conſequence 
thereof, of dee and Propriety i in enforcing 
her Opinions on Mankind; This is a copious 
Argument: but 1 ſhall confine N to Nery 
few Particulars. 5 | 


2. In a 8 yſtem of Faith, called the 4 polls 
Creed, and in her third Article, the Church of Eng- 
lard aſſerts, that Chriſt deſcended into Hell. U his, 
like the preceding Doctrine of a. Trinity in Unity, 
is an unclean Remnant of the Garment of Popery, 
from which but a few Shreds only were cut away 
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at the Reformation and, like thb fane DoMike 
too, ney unknown to: rhe firſt Ages of ChHiffil 
anity at Buſineſs Chriſt had in Holl, & Place 
of Puniſhment, prepared for the Deut and Bus 
Angels“ —Cbriſ, who knew no Sin 1 he nie 
the Work f given him by God—the "beloved Son, 
in whom the Father” woas well: plea/ſedy': What Bu. 
ſineſs, I fay, our Lord Jeſus had chers, 1 never 
yet could underftand z and ſhould be glad te 
learn from thoſe, who have been more ſuecefsful 
in ſearching the Se: Sthtes for this D6&tie; than, 
muyſelf. tt is very uheonſeionable in us te blame 
Popifts for ſenditig good ' Chrifitans td Purgatoty, 


when we Proteftants ſend there” aps ws Serepie 
the Lamb of Godly: bimſelf. * K 


4. Original Sin is another Docteine i Wie! Charch. 
of Eagles“, by which we are taught, that “ eve: 
Perſon born inte this World deſervert 
„Wrath and DamnationC.” This Notion has 
no better Foundation than in ſorne' Paſſages: of 
Scripture, moſt groſly miſunderſtood,; as [al I 
terpreters of any Learning will readily allow. 
But what Oscaffon is there at all fdr LDearging to. 
decide upon à Foint, which the Sctiptures WII 

enable us to ſettle at once with fid ore Inter- 
2 than plain Common - Senſe? Does not Gut 
otd exhort his Diſciples to Become u little OBA. 
ee Did buf Ike up little Uhitdron In bin 
Nil si: 104006051000) 552 97 ene 2 
19 AN drn Gg 9}: v1 1 3 I 200 π“õ,,u 
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Arms, put bis Hands upon tbem, ond Bleſs them? 
Could he poſſibly have recommended lufagts to 
our Imitation for Innocence and Simplicity, if they 
were born in Sin, and worthy of eternal Damna- 
tion? Monſtrous abominable Doctrine! execra- 
ble by every Parent a wicked Libel upon God 
and Chrift, and human Nature. But tell me, is 
not the Precept and Example of your Saviour 
more worthy of Regard, than the Opinions of 
ſuperſtitious and ignorant Iuterpreters of the 
Scriptures ? In ſhort, I leave the Matter to this 
Iſſue between you and the Cburch of England, in 
the Words of Elijah to the People: Hew lang halt 
ye between twa Opinious? If the Lord be God, fol- 

low him; but if Baal, then follow him;* 


4. I fhall content myſelf with one Inſtance 
more of the Agreeableneſs of the Chyrch-of- Eng- 
and Doctrines with the Scriptures : and this ſhall 
be brought from the Sacrament; as it is called, 
which is impoſed upon all Officers civil and mili- 
tary by the Teft-AF, 8461452 

The Scriptures inform us, that the Lord's Sup- 
per was appointed by Chrift himſelf, and, in 
Words as plain and preciſe as Language can a- 
dopt, merely for the Commemoration of his Death 
upon the Croſs. for the Sins of Mankind. Nor 
is any Benefit whatſoever annexed. either by Fe/us 
or his Apoſtles to the Celebration of this ſimple 
Ceremony, but what may be reaſonably expected 
from a ſerious and conſcientious. Performance of 
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any religious Duty, If our Church will maintain, 
that ſome extraordinary Benefits are annexed to this 

Rite, let her Sons produce me the Paſſages of 
Scripture, which propound this Doctrine: for I 
can as well admit Infallibility! in a Pope, who is 
| always in the Right, as in an eſtabliſhed Church, 
which is zever in the Mrong 3 as I ſee. no Difference 
between them. The ſame Reſpect is due in all 


Caſes to mere e 1 e en ne. 
: ments of Men, EL 11551 | 
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But what Ideas of this . does the 
Church of England inculcate upon her Sons? Int 
ſtead of adhering to the plain Account of the 
Evangelifts};, and ot. Paulſ, ſhe diſtinguiſhes the 
Lops Supper by the ſtrange Denomination of 
Horx MysSTER1zSY; as if ſomething moſt incon- 
ceivably dark and ſolemn were comprehended in 
it. Hence the Minds of the Generaluy ot her 
Members are ſaddened by a ſuperſtitious Horrour 
at the Idea of Communion with the Body and 
Blood: of Chrift under the Symbols of Bread and 
Wine, employed for no other Purpoſe than for 
that of a more lively and affecting Repreſentation 
to the Senſes of the Body, which was broken, 
and the Blood, which Was ſhed, for our Benefit. 


Not only ſo, but the receiving of the Sacrament, 
to uſe their, own Phraſe, is holden forth as an 
Atonement. 15 all our Sins; a Bleſſing no where 
7 FOI in the Law or the © Gofpeh, bur to NE 
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ance auc Reformation : and we are exhofted by the 
Church to confeſs our Sins, and open our Grief, 
that we may receive ABSSLUTION truly from tl. e 
Miniſter. This I can myſelf conſider in no other 
Light than that of an impious Uſurpation of the 
Authority of God, whoſe ſole Prerogative it is to 
forgive Sins; a Prerogative indeed {ometifnes de- 
legated'for great Purpoſes to Apo/tles commiſſion- 
ed by him, and able to work. Signs _ Wongers 
in Proof of their Commiſſion. * 


0 


1 might point out forhe other ſuperſtitious | 
Abuſes of this Ceremony in the Church of Eng 
land; but it is a moſt unpleaſant Employment to 

- expoſe the Abſurdities of our Brother -Chriſtians, 
and what no Man, who values the Goad- Will of 
his Fellow- Citizens, would undertake but from a 
ſaperior Regard ro Truth, and an earneſt Peſire 


of diffufing its Benefits in fn which are 
above all Price, WES 1 | 54 N 


1 bare now gone Urdu my intended FO 
mination of the h Points, on whichthe Propri- 
ety of the T9t-4# muſt be founded. Some other 
miſcellaneous Obſervations, ſuggeſted hy the Let- 


ter of the Jumor Council, ſhalt conclude this Ad- 
_—_ 


\ 4 


P 
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The Iſuffciency os th: T 7 2 nocortipliſh 
its End may juftly be inſiſted upon; and is mani- 
feſt indeed from the ſſighteſt Conſideration. Its 
Intention was, as we have ſeen, © the Security 
«© of the Church from Perils of No#-Conformiſts 
te of every Denomination,” Ty a conſcien- 


E 


tious Diſßinter from the Churcb, we cannot doubt, 
qualifies for his Office from an Idea that a Com- 
pliance for once ia this, ſingle Inſtance is of no 
great Moment; or,, fram other Motives, which I: 
cannot be ſuppoſed able to know and enumerate. 
But does this Diſſenter become hereby more 
friendly to the Church, leſs likely to oppoſe her 
Intereſts, and thus. ſecurs her from thoſe Perils fo; 
greatly apprehended. by her Members? No ſuch; 
Thing: his Mind ſuffers no Alteration in this Reſ-, 
pect. If any Effect ariſes, it is that of Reſent- 
ment at ſuch an unreaſorable Conſtraint on his 
Inclinations, and ſo unjuſtifiable an Oppreſſion of 
his Conſcience. This Argument is ffill more 
forcible in the Cafe of a Difenter ſo commendably 
ſcrupulous, as to forego an Office. in pee in 
Preſerence o ſuch Compliance. inv, l $ 

On the ko Hz a Diſſenter 777 no a 
like abandoned Characters of every other Deno- 
mination, conforms te the Diſcipline of this Chu 
or any Church, with perfect Indifference, 1 88 8 
his worldly Intereſt can be promoted by it. Bus 
in what Senſe can the Church be a Gainer by ſuck 
14 Conformity, or ſecured from a Perils? 


Nothing, therefore, can be more undeniably 
evident, than that the Church- Eſtabliſhment | is de- 
livered from no Peril in either of theſe Inſtances, 
and that the Teft-AZ# is a mere Nullity with Reſ- 
pect to the e which, it, e to have in 


View. 8 N 
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Bur, in the mean Time, is it poſſible for a Mi- 
niſter- of the Church of England, who reflects with 
becoming Seriouſneſs upon the Dignity of his 
Function, and the Solemnity of a ſignificant and 
pathetic Rite, inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf at ſuch 
an awful Period; can any Clergyman, I ſay, under 
theſe Circumltarices, adminiſter the Body and 
Blood of his Redeemer to one, who 1s either a 
lukewarm Communicant or a vile Prevaricator, - 
without being ſhocked at being made the Inftru- 
ment of ſuch an abominable profanation; and 
without crying out with Moſes, I excerdingly, 


fear and quake* ?” And yet this  Clergyman 18 
bound at his Peril to e f 


Sale is the be N my Fellow Citi. 
W intd which the Generoſity of the Hunior 
Council is deſirous of bringing the worthy Paſtors 

of our Town! But I would fain hope that a little 
Reflection will lead to an Acknowledgement of 
their Error. Certainly every human Perſon would 


be ſorry to drive his bittereſt Enemy into a Dit- 
ola like this. 


Another Obſervation will as his Teft- Act in 
a very ridiculous Point of View. What is Non- 
Conformity in England is in Scotland the eftabliſhed 
Church; and we of the Church of England, as ſoon 
as we paſs the Tweed, become Diſſenters ; for du- 
ring our Paſſage acroſs that River, we are neither 
one Thing nor another, neither. Diſſenters nor 
Churchmen, but a * Kind of Chriſtian, for 


* Heb. xi. 21. 
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oy our Language has not yet found a Name. 


And is it not a great Hardſhip upon our North 
Country Brethren, when they journey, as Abrabam 


did, towards the Sculh. Country“, that they muſt 


be forced to renounce their religious Forms for 
pur's, or give up the pleaſing Objects for which 
tney came among us, and to which they are en- 
ticled as well as ourſcives ? But Truth has nothin 

particularly to do with national Eftabliſhments of 
Religion. It is to Force alone, that they owe 
Support: and let but the Tide of popular Fury 


once be turned, and a goed Chriſtian under the 


Protectora te ſtarts up in a Moment an inc 


Heretic at the Reſforation. Can your Imagination 


conceive a more inſupportoble Inſult on the Senſe 
and Reaſon of Mankind? 


' Your Common-Council, my Friends! think the 
7 -A © founded on Wiſdom.” They would, 
| am ſure, be doing a great and public Sei vice, 
and myſelf among the 125 would be forward to 


acknowledge the Obligation, if they would conde- 


ic:nd to communicate to their leſs knowin 
Brethren thoſe h eng Arguments, which have 5 
Happily led thzir Underſtandings to this Conclu- 
hon. It is ſeifiſh, it is ungenerous, nay, it is 


5 anchriſtian, thus to Hide their Candle under a Buſb- 


el, Let them place it on the Candleſtick, that it 
* give Light to al that ore in the Hou. 


Your «© erde diſclaim” , they tell us; 
all Animoſity” on this Occaſion: they are 
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aRuared merely by a public Spirit by A Regard - 
for © the Laws and Conſtitution of their Coun- 


« try.“ They know their own. Motives beſt ; 


and, for my Part, think it would be vncandid 


to diſpelieve them. Nevertheleſs, merely as a 


Subject of amuſing Speculation, upon the Suppo- 
fition that their Motives had not been avowed, 
to what Cauſe might a ſuſpicious Enquirer into 
their Conduct have poſſibly attributed this Mea- 


fure at the prefent Juncture? This uncharitable 
Speculator would, doubtleſs, derive a Solution in 


his own Mind from the Event of a late Election. 
The trivial Inferiority of 22 to 26,” he would 


fay within himſelf, © has filled them with an over- 
e weening. Conceit of their own Strength and In- 
i fluence, and has encouraged them, withcut 
« waiting the flow Proceſs of Elections, to a ſpeedy 


«« Overthrow of their Antagoniſts by diſlodging 
e then from their Stations with the Artillery of 
« the Church. But the Junior- Council would do 


e Well,“ he. would rejoin, (for the Reader ſhould 


remember, that a dbitious Character is ſpeaking) 


. *© they. would do well to confider, that moſt of 


« thoſe Gentlemen, who, by a Train of Circum- 


< ſtances unforeſeen and unconcerted, were acci- 
„ dentally joined with the Junior Council in the 
Support of the fame, Candidate, are endued 
with a Liberality of Mynners, which will make 
them among the firſt to expreſs their Indigna- 


* tion at this violent and unjuſt Procedure, They 
«© oppoſed the ſucceſsful Candidates upon Mo- 
« tives totally dictinct, as it ſhould ſeem, from 
*© thoſe of the Junior /Council It was no Predi- 
election for Torzi/m. or Church Dominzon, that en- 
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& paged them in this Conteſt; but a Perſuaſion, 
% Magiſtracy have got exerted themſelves with 8 
« Warmth and Patriotiſm; that would have done 
them Honour, in promoting thoſe Schemes af 
« public Utility and Convenience, fo ſuitable to 
#5 their Station, and fo practicable by their Influ- 
< ence and Reſources, ' Nor, I apprehend, were 
« the Operations of theſe Gentlemen directed fo. 
* much by any Impreffions of big or Tary upan 
« their-Minds, ag by a pure Deſire of adyanging 
« ſuch liberal and repectable Characters, as were | 
«* likely to engage with Spirit in furthering the 
t Welfare of ite Native Town, and the Benefit 
te of Society at large. If ſuch Reflexians as theſe 
tt had occurred to the Junior Council, they would 
« not have diſcovered any Reafan ta congratu- 
late themſelves upon the flattering Iſſue of the 
%% © P75 parent res nn 


Hlawever, let your Junior Council be as free fram 
Animoſity, as they wiſh us ta think them, a fall 
Share of Experience and a very moderate Portion 
of Underſtanding might have informed theſe Gen- 
tlemen, that Compulſion of this Nature never 
can anſwer any valuable Purpoſe; and never did, 
ſince the Foundation of the World. Irritation 
on one Part, Acrimony on the other, and in- 
flamed Antipathy an both, are invariably the 
bleſſed Fruits of every Sort of Perſecution, . / 
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And a very ſlender Proficiency indeed muſt 
that Man have made in the Study of CHRISTIANI. 
TY, who has not learnt, how inconſiſtent ſuch 
Roughneſs is with the Spirit of his Religion: a 
Religion, which breathes Nothing but mutual 
Forbearance, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Love, and 
Peace. Lord ! ſaid the Diſciples, wilt thou that we 
command Fire to come down from Heaven, and con- 


ſume them, even as Clias did? But Jeſus turned, and 
rebuked them, and ſaid : Je know not what Manner 


of Spirit ye are of : for the Son of Man is notcome 
10 defiroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them*, Our 
Henry vii. always began his Treaties with this 
memorable Sentence, When Chri# came into 
te the World, Peace was ſung; when the left the 
« World, Peace was bequeathed.” Seck Luke ii. 
14. John xiv. 57. rh yr 


It is truly lamentable for a feeling Heart to 
obſerve amongſt Mankind fo little Confideration 
for the Eaſe and Happineſs of others! ſo great a 
Diſplay of Conceit, Intolerance, and Selfiſhneſs ! 
fuch an IInſenſibility to the generous Precepts 
and univerſal Benevolence of the Goſpel | ſuch a 
Blindneſs to our own Faults and ImperfeCtions ! 
ſo little Indulgence to the Wants and Weakneſſes 
of poor diſtreſſed human Nature Oh! that the 


Day would come, when every groſſer Paſſion 
ſhould be burnt up on the Altar of Chriſtian Love! 


when all Hatred and Animoſity ſhould be rooted 
from the Earth! when the Spirit of Faction 


® Luke ix, 54—57. 


ſhould be ſwallowed up in Unanimity and patrio- 
tic Virtue! when the great and oy Object of 4 
Ambition among FETT wW-CITIZzZus ſhould be— | 
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In referring to Blackſtone, who is my Au- 
thority for what is advanced on the Subject of the 
Teft-49, I helieye myſelf to be in an Error, when 
I rank the Members of a Corporation under the 
Head of civil Officers. This ſeems not to be the 
Language of the Law. The AZ immediately 
connected with the Occaſion of this Addreſs, is 
the Corporation-AF; by which no Perſon can 
<<. be legally elected to any Office in a Corpora- 
« tion, unleſs, within a Twelvemonth before, h 
* has received the Sacrament of the Lord's 4 
&« per according to the Rights. of the Church of 
<<< England; or, in Default of this, ſuch Election 
&© ſhall be void.” —No Sort of Difference, with 
Regard to any Arguments employed in this Ad- 
drels, is occaſioned by this Miſtake upon #4 Sub- 
_ jet of Law, with which 1 declare myſelf tetally 
unacquainted; as it has been my Endeavaur ra- 
ther to acquire a Knowledge of the wife and 
liberal Sentiments -than of the Nonſenſe and In- 
Juſtice of Mankind, 
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Of J. W No. 274, Hiilboon, 
may be had the following n 1 the 
fame Author. Is 


i. D W M G Lib, 4. Cagta- 
bini, typis et ſumtibas Academicis 1788. Bears, 

s. 6 
A 2. PogMuATA , Latin? partim feriptay fartim redadiua. quibus 
accedunt quedam in QA. Horatium F laccum Obfervationes. Cri- 
tice. 40. 1776, ſut 28. | | 

3. A New Tranſlation of the Goſpel of St. Matthew, avith 
N _ 3 Philological, and Explanatory. 1781. 4s: boards, 
10s | 
4. An Enquiry into the Opinions of the Chriſtian Writers 

of the firſt Centuries, concerning the Perſon of Jeſus: Chriſt. 
1784. 8vo. boards, ; 

5, An Eſſay on Inſpiration, conſidered chiefly with Reſped 
to the Evangeliſts, 1781. /caved, 28, 

6. A New Tranſlation of the Epilye of St. Paul to the 
Theflaloniang, awith Notes. 6d. 

7. A plain and ſhort Account of the Nature of Baptiſm ac- 
condi the New Teſtament, with a curſory Remark on 
Confirmation and the Lord's Supper. 6d. | 
8. A Sermon © pra at Richmond, in Surry, July 29, 
1784, a public ankſgiving- Day. 6d. 

9. Remarks on Dr. Horſley's- Ordination Sermon, in a 
Letter to the Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter. 1788. 4d. 

I. A new Tranſlation of thofe Parts only of the New 
Te*arent, which are wfoltgly tratilated in our common Ver- 
non: 28. 6d. 1789. | 

11. Remarks on the Internal Evidences of the Chriſtian Re- 
lion: 1789. 28. 6d. 

12. Silva Critica ; five in AtRdtes ſacros profanoſque c com- 
mentarius philologus. Cantubrigie, pls et ſumtibus Aca- 
demicis: 1789. Boards 38. 


Alſo, ſold by G. Kearhey, No. 46, Fleet- -lireet. 
13. The Poems of Mt, G Gras, avith Netes. 
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